456.                       PHYSICAL THEORY.                       [Bool:
phenomenon' names only one member of a related pair : it denotes a change, which cannot come into thought apart from that which is the seat of change : take away the silent antithesis of the permanent or non-phenomenal, and the meaning of the word is snuffed out. If two factors enter into every act of cognition, to empty out one of them is, as the German proverb has it, fdas Kind mit dem Bade auszuschiitten.' Either both are in the knowledge, or neither. To forbid our thought to pass behind the screen of phenomena is to put out the very light that shows them. Do I then claim for the understanding a capacity for knowing 'the Absolute?' for such is the claim imputed to everyone who does not surrender without terms to the Comtean assumption. Metaphysics, it is said, deal with 'the Absolute:' Positive doctrine with 'the relative:' and the latter alone is accessible. The statement betrays a complete misconception. Both Metaphysics and Positive doctrine deal with 'the relative:' the former, with one of the members of the relation, viz. its constant ground; the latter, with the other, its variation or change. It would be just as suicidal for Metaphysics to go apart with its share and set it up in pure absolutism, as it is for Positive doctrine to run off with its phenomenon and exhibit it in vacuo: each is a senseless blank without the other; and they are differenced simply by reading the same relation from its opposite ends, and reporting, each from its own station, the view which it obtains of the other. Assuredly, ' the absolute' (i. e. the non-relative) cannot per se be known; because, in being known, it would, ipso facto, enter into relations and be absolute no more. But neither can the phenomenal, per se, be known, i. e. be known as phenomenal, without simultaneous cognition of what is non-phenomenal What is it that is said to be known of phenomena? Their coexistence and their succession.. But for their coexistence there must be Space, for their succession there must be Time, to hold them; and these are not phenomena, but the prior conditions of possibility for